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BARMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955  . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Health  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1955* 

The  population  estimate  showed  an  increase  of  10  over  the  previous 

year. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  the  same  and  the  total  number  of 
deaths  increased  by  3. 

Deaths  from  cancer  showed  an  increase  of  one  and  there  were  two  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  new  notifications  of  two  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
(one  in  the  previous  year)  but  none  of  the  non  Pulmonary  variety.  Both  new 
notifications  were  in  the  older  age  groups. 

There  were  epidemics  of  whooping  cough  and  measles  during  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

EVAN  RICHARDS, 

M.R.C.S. , L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


, 


BARMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1955. 


SECTION  A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 
Area  of  Urban  District 
Rateable  Val'ae 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures) 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to 
the  Rate  Books)  at  end  of  year 

CCMPARAB IL ITY  FACTORS. 


1952. 3 acres 

£17,755. 

2550. 

£67. 

approx.  960 


Births  1.10 

Deaths  0.78 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Nett  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

- 55 

Births  (Live) 

55 

Births  (Still) 

- Nil 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  PER  1.000 

population 

LIVE  BIRTHS.;- 

Males 

Ferna! 

Total 

18 

17 

Legit iroate 

18 

17 

Illegit imate 

Nil 

Nil 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (percentage  of  Total  Live  Births) 

= Nil 


DEATHS.;  - 

Total  Number  - 56 

Males 

15 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
1954  figures 

Males, 

20 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Males 

Total  1 

Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  Nil 


Females 


25 

15.45 

17.57 

Females. 

21 


Total  1. 

Females. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

1954  figures 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality (per  1,000  Live  Births) 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality (per  1,000  Live  Births) 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS, 


Males 

Females 

Total 

n 

JL 

Nil 

Legitimate 

•» 

X 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

28.97 

Nil 


28.97 


Nil 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy 

Nil 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

Total  - 6 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 2.98 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  - 2 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - O.89 

SECTION  B,  GENERAL  PRO  VIS  IONS.  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


(1)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY; 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  holding  appointment  of  Sanitary 
Inspector/Surveyor. 

(2)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES; 

Water  Analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  the  public 
Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  (bacteriological  examination)  done  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth. 

Milk  (tests  for  cleanliness,  keeping  quality  and  Tubercle 
Bacilli)  also  carried  out  by  the  Publio  Health  Laboratory 
at  no  charge  to  the  Local  Authority, 

(3)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES : 

One  ambulance  is  stationed  at  Barmouth. 

(4)  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS,; 

Held  at  Chapel  Vestry,  Park  Road,  fortnightly. 

(9)  ANTE  NATAL  CLINICS; 

Held  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Dolgelley  - twice  a month, 
(6)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC.: 


Held  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Dolgelley  - twice  a month. 


(7)  TUBERCULCS IS  CLIN IC ; 


Held  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Dolgelley  twice  a month. 
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( 8 ) D IPTHSRIA  3M IS  AT ION; 


Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Immunisation  of 
babies  and  yound  children  carried  out  at  the  Primary  Schools  at 
regular  intervals. 


(9)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES; 


Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


notified  during  the  year 

= 37 

Scarlet  Fever 

= Nil 

Bacillary  Dysentry 

= Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

= 17 

Measles 

= 19 

Infantile  Paralysis 

= Nil 

Meningococcal  Infection 

= 1 

NEW  CASES 


TUBERCULOSIS 


pulmonary. 
Non- pulmonary 


Males  1 
Males  Nil 


Total  2 

Females  1 

Total  Nil 

Females  Nil 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 


pulmonary 


Total 

Males  Nil  Females  2 


2 


Non -pulmonary 


Total  Nil 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1 955  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Periods  Respiratory  Non-  Respiratory  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 


i 

M.  : F,  1 

M. 

F M i F 

L • j A * 

M, 

. — — , 

F. 

0 

1 

i 

1 





2 

5 . 

I 

1 

10 

15  . 

1 

1 

20 

» 

i 

. 25  . . 

35 



■ 

1 

45 

55 

1 

1 

65 

1 



1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1955. 
Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

Cancer  Stomach 
" Lung 
” Breast 

" Other  sites  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
llctor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide  ... 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 
TOTAL 


M. 


2 

1 

15.. 


25 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act  but  one  case  was  kept  under 
observation. 
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Report  of  the  Public  Health  Officer  for  the  Year 
ended  3 1st  December,  19 55.. 


to  \))bl 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 
Barmouth  Urban  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 


I herewith  beg  to  submit  my  Report  upon  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  district  during  1955. 

1,  Water  Supply;  - 

As  mentioned  in  my  previous  Report  some  8 miles  of  the  trunk  main  were 
scraped  during  the  latter  part  of  195^  and  therefore  we  commenced  the  year  now 
under  review  with  a pipeline  in  a condition  which  y«u  gave  the  maximum  possible 
discharge.  We  had  no  difficulty  whatsoever  in  maintaining  an  adequate  supply  of 
water  throughout  the  year  even  in  spite  of  the  prolonged  period  of  absolute 
drought  during  the  summer  months  when  the  demand  was  at  its  maximum. 

During  this  period  of  drought  many  water  undertakings  throughout  Wales 
were  imposing  severe  restrictions  on  the  use  of  water  whilst  Barmouth  were  not 
restricted  in  any  way.  The  two  secondary  or  supplementary  sources  of  supply, 
the  Irddyn  Lake  overflow  and  the  Ceilwart  stream,  dried  up  during  this  period 
and  therefore  the  principal  source,  B-.dlyn  Lake,  supplied  the  whole  area  on  its 
own.  On  no  occasion,  during  our  frequent  inspections,  did  we  find  the  service 
resevoir  at  Eithinfynydd  with  its  water  level  below  that  of  the  overflow. 

On  the  15th  August  we  paid  a visit  to  Bodlyn  Lake  and  we  found  that  its 
level  had  dropped  3 feet  below  the  level  of  the  overflow  sill.  This  drop  in  level 
was  found  to  be  due  to  someone  having  opened  the  compensation  valve  thus 
allowing  many  times  the  statutory  compensation  flow  to  run  waste.  The  flow  was 
re-adjusted  and  on  each  of  our  subsequent  visits  during  August  and  September  we 
noted  that  there  was  no  further  drop  in  level.  In  fact  by  the  13th  October  the 
lake  had  assumed  its  normal  level. 

During  the  year  a short  secondary  main  was  renewed. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage; - 

During  the  summer  period,  owing  to  the  very  dry  weather,  we  did  expedience 
some  trouble  with  certain  sewers  in  the  district.  Many  sewers  have,  of  necessity, 
been  laid  to  a comparatively  flat  gradient  and  possibly  they  are  too  large  for 
normal  dry  weather  flows  with  the  result  that  in  prolonged  periods  of  dry  weather 
the  flow  becomes  sluggish  and  the  heavier  solids  are  deposited  along  the  inverts. 
The  accumulation  of  deposits  in  time  tendsto  cause  blockages. 

The  sewer  in  Princes  Avenue  caused  us  some  trouble  due  to  a blockage  in 
the  pipe  line.  This  sewer,  9 inches  in  diameter,  was  laid  down  perhaps  40  or  50 
years  ago  towards  the  development  of  part  of  an  estate.  This  particular 
proposed  development  never  took  place  and  therefore  the  sewer  was  not  put  into 
commission.  About  5 years  ago  the  Council  erected  7 houses  and  since  then  2 private 
enterprise  houses  have  been  constructed.  Thus  only  9 houses  are  connected  to  this 
sewer,  and  the  possibility  of  further  development  appears  to  be  remote.  The  work 
entailed  in  relieving  blocked  sewers  is  severely  hampered  by  the  absence  of  man- 
hole chambers  at  junctions  with  other  sewers. 

Another  sewer  that  gave  trouble  was  the  one  in  Church  Street.  By  Regent 
Building  a subsidence  in  the  road  would  develop  without  notice.  On  the  first 
occasion  the  subsidence  was  attributable  to  a defective  lamp  hole.  The  apparent 

defect  was  remedied  and  the  hole  was  filled  in  with  stones,  and.  we  had  no  trouble 

for  several  weeks  afterwards.  The  road  subsided  on  two  or  three  occasions  later 
and  the  Council  was  advised  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  trouble  and  to  take 
remedial  action.  The  main  sewer  was  located  13T~6"  below  road  level  and  was  found 
to  have  collapsed  under  the  weight  of  the  lamp  hole  stack.  A new  manhole  chamber 

was  constructed  at  this  point  and  the  cost  amounted  to  £752. 
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Two  cases  of  overflowing  cesspools  were  notified  and  the  respective 
^ tfners,  following  the  service  of  an  infernal  notice,  arranged  for  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance, 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams ;-  There  were  no  cases  of  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams. 

4.  Closet  t ccomndat ion; - As  in  previous  report. 

3.  Public  Cleansing; - The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  both  domestic  and  trade, 
was  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  refuse  tip  was  treated  in  order  to 
try  and  control  the  fly  nuisance  during  the  summer  months. 

6.  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area;- 


Total  number  of  inspections 272 

Notices  served  - Formal  3 

- Informal  6 

Inspections: - 

Bakehouses  6 

Cowsheds  3 

Dairies  4 

Millcshops 6 

Ice  Cream  Premises 48 

Fried  Fish  premises 10 

Factories 31 

Restaurants  4 

Slaughterhouse 13 1 

Blocked  Drains  9 


Notices  Served  re  Defective  Drains,;  - 


Formal nil 

Informal  - — 3 


Camping  .S  ites  ; - 

No.  of  sites  used  for  Camping  purposes  -3 


No.'  of  sites  licensed  under  Section 
269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1956 — 1 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  Campers 
resident  in  the  area,  at  any  one  time 
during  the  summer  season 1200. 


Not  a single  complaint  was  received  arising  from  the  control  of  or  behaviour 
in  any  of  the  Camps. 

Smoke  Abatement  No  complaints  were  received  and  no  action  became  necessary. 
Swimming  Baths  ;-  None. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  etc  ;-  Three  cases  of  premises  infected  with  fleas  were 
brought  to  my  attention  and  the  premises  were  duly  disinfested. 

Rodent  Control;-  The  district  was  inspected  from  tine  to  tine  and  the  appropriate 
treatments  were  carried  out,  A full  time  Rodent  Officer,  serving  the  Dolgelley 
Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  and  the  Barmouth  Urban  District  Council,  is 
employed  and  his  services  have  proved  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

Schools  ;-  Satisfactory. 

7,  Housing;- 


The  scheme  involving  the  erection  of  3^  Council  Houses;  was  completed 
and  the  Council  embarked  upon  a further  scheme  comprising  13  grouna  floor  flats  and 
13  maisonettes  above.  This  Contract  was  negotiated  with  the  Contractors  of  the  ' 
previous  scheme  and  until  December  good  progress  in  constructional  work  was  made. 
Unfortunately  this  particular  Contract,  owing  to  financial  difficulties  of  the 
Contractors,  was  terminated  and  the  scheme  remained  at  a standstill  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

No  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year; - 

a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  Housing  Defects  under  the 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  (excluding  Council  Houses) 4l 

b.  Number  of  inespections  made  for  the  purpose 93 

2,  a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  under  sub-head  (1)  above  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  nil 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose nil 

3»  Number  of  dwell inghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 8 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses,  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceeding  sub-head  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably- 

fit  for  human  habitation  4 

5.  Remedy  for  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notice-nil 
Rendered  fit  - Informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers-nil 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year;- 

1„  Proceedings  under  Sections  9«  10.  and  l6  of  the  Housing  Act  1956;- 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs -Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  Formal  Notice  . . 

i.  by  the  owners  Nil 

ii.  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 

2.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  5 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defaults  were  remedied  after 
service  of  Formal  Notice 

i.  by  the  owners 3 

ii.  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


3„  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and.  13  of  the  Housing  Act.  1936; - 
(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 


Orders  were  made Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Order  Nil 


4.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936;- 


(a)  Number  of  separate  tentments  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made Nil 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  we re  determined,  the  tenement  or  rooms 

having  been  rendered  fit Nil 

5.  Housing  Act  , 1936  Part  V - Oyercrowding:  - 

(a)  i. Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year ^ 

iipNumber  of  families  dwelling  therein 5 

iii„Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein * 17 
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Nil 


b.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  

c.  i.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year — 1 

ii.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  above 5 

d.  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding Nil 


The  following  premises  were  vacated  during  the  year  and  the  Council 
considered  each  case 


5,  Cambrian  Street 

- 

Totally  Unfit. 

Rayburn  House 

- 

Capable  of  being  repaired. 

Glanllyn  Cottage 

- 

Totally  Unfit. 

Gwelgraig 

- 

Totally  Unfit. 

No, 2,  Ty  Gwyn 

- 

Totally  Unfit. 

Me on  Cottage 

- 

Subsequently  repaired. 

5 Gibralter  Terrace 

- 

Totally  Unfit. 

Bodafon  Cottage 

- 

Capable  of  being  repaired. 

Y Nyth 

- 

Capable  of  being  repaired. 

1,  Cambrian  Cottage 

- 

Council  owned  and  a scheme  for 
improvements  prepared. 

Cambrian  House 

- 

Council  owned  and  a scheme  for 
improvements  prepared. 

Henblas 

_ 

Totally  Unfit. 

ID.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food;- 

(a)  Milk  Supply; - Samples  taken  periodically  for  analysis.  All  samples  passed 
the  test  appropriate  to  its  grade, 

(b)  Ice  Cream; - Samples  taken  periodically  for  analysis.  All  samples 
were  satisfactory. 


(c)  Meat ; - All  meat  slaughtered  was  inspected. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  of  animals  killed 
and  inspected 

*76 

1 

JOt 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcasses  condemned 

/y/z 
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Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 J 

Mo  records  kept  - Quantities 
condemned  not  weighed 

Tuberculosis  only  - whole 
carcasses  condemned 

2 
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Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
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